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Meeting Objectives 
•  Update	  on	  ENAP	  metrics	  for	  ACS	  
•  Research	  update	  on	  WHO	  mul=-‐country	  ACS	  study	  
•  Update	  on	  the	  Threatened	  PTB	  training	  curriculum	  	  
•  Research	  update	  on	  op=mizing	  ACS	  dosing	  regimens	  
•  Report:	  UNCoLSC	  ACS	  Policy	  and	  Implementa=on	  
Landscape	  Analysis	  in	  UNCoLSC	  Pathfinder	  Countries	  

•  Discuss	  ACS	  implementa=on	  (within	  the	  MNH	  framework)	  
going	  forward	  -‐	  What	  do	  countries	  need?	  	  

•  Discuss/outline	  the	  future	  of	  the	  ACS	  TWG	  post	  UNCoLSC	  





UNCoLSC Background 
•  Formed	  in	  2012	  by	  the	  UN	  Secretary-‐General	  as	  part	  of	  the	  
global	  Every	  Woman	  Every	  Child	  (EWEC)	  movement.	  

•  EWEC	  challenges	  the	  global	  community	  to	  increase	  access	  
to	  and	  appropriate	  use	  of	  essen=al	  medicines,	  medical	  
devices,	  and	  health	  supplies	  that	  effec=vely	  address	  the	  
leading	  preventable	  causes	  of	  death	  during	  pregnancy,	  
childbirth,	  and	  childhood.	  	  

•  Iden=fied	  ACS	  as	  one	  of	  thirteen	  life-‐saving	  commodi=es	  
within	  their	  maternal,	  newborn,	  and	  child	  health	  
commodi=es	  framework.	  

•  A	  5	  year	  effort	  that	  comes	  to	  a	  close	  June	  2016.	  



UNCoLSC ACS TWG 

• Formed	  in	  2013	  under	  the	  auspices	  of	  the	  Newborn	  Health	  
TRT	  

• Convened	  a	  range	  of	  experts	  from	  UN	  organiza=ons,	  
universi=es,	  donors,	  research,	  and	  scien=fic	  organiza=ons	  and	  
NGOs.	  	  

• Members	  include	  the	  American	  College	  of	  Nurse-‐Midwives,	  
the	  American	  College	  of	  Obstetrics	  and	  Gynecology,	  the	  Bill	  &	  
Melinda	  Gates	  Founda=on,	  Cincinna=	  Children’s	  Hospital,	  
Global	  Alliance	  to	  Prevent	  Prematurity	  and	  S=llbirth	  at	  Seaale	  
Children’s,	  Ins=tuto	  de	  Efec=vidad	  Clinica	  y	  Sanitaria,	  
Maternal	  and	  Child	  Survival	  Program,	  Save	  the	  Children,	  the	  
US	  Na=onal	  Ins=tutes	  of	  Health,	  USAID,	  and	  WHO.	  	  



ACS TWG Activities 
•  Developed	  a	  plan	  to	  aggregate	  known	  data	  and	  gather	  
new	  data	  related	  to	  ACS	  use	  and	  barriers	  to	  use	  

•  Shared	  the	  evidence,	  and	  systema=cally	  address	  research	  
needs	  and	  	  barriers	  to	  ACS	  use.	  

•  Led	  the	  effort	  to	  have	  dexamethasone	  added	  to	  the	  
WHO’s	  Essen=al	  Medicine	  List	  for	  fetal	  indica=ons	  for	  the	  
specific	  use	  of	  accelera=ng	  lung	  maturity	  in	  preterm	  
babies.	  

•  Supported	  the	  development	  of	  the	  WHO	  
Recommenda)ons	  on	  interven)ons	  to	  improve	  preterm	  
birth	  outcomes,	  2015.	  

•  Supported	  the	  development	  the	  Care	  of	  Threatened	  
Preterm	  Birth	  curriculum	  

•  Involved	  in	  the	  ENAP	  Metrics	  ACS	  Work	  Group	  


